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17 Nov 2022

Dear parents and carers

Wow! What an incredible day last Saturday. The highly anticipated P&C Florey Fair was held at the school and was hailed a wonderful
success. The feedback from our students, families, staff and the wider community has been so positive in relation to the strengthening of
connections. What an incredible effort from all involved. A special mention to the P&C President, Karen Salvemini, Florey PS Community
Coordinator, Maureen Howe and Latoya Marks who were an integral part of the organisation of the day. Thank you to our staff, community
volunteers and to all stall holders, in fact everyone that played a part in having this community event happen. Sensational!
Thank you to all who attended our moving Remembrance Day Assembly last Friday, 11 November. Thank you to Emma Abundo and the
students of 3/4EA. This was a time of reflection for all in our school community as we paused to reflect and pay our respects to all those who
have served and those who currently serve in our Defence Force to keep our country safe.
I am excited to let you know that the Florey Community oval refresh remains firmly on our agenda. We have been continuing to engage with
the Education Directorate’s Communications and Engagement team. We continue to work with our students to ensure student voice and
feedback is continuing to be heard at this important time in the project. The Directorate will also provide feedback the School Board and P&C
later this term. The hope is for the preliminary concept plans to be on the YourSay site towards week 9.
Congratulations
Recently we were made aware that Paul Campbell, Leadership Team member and Team Leader for the Year 2 and Year 3/4 teaching teams
was successful in winning a promotional position at Charles Weston School Coombs. This means that Paul moves into a permanent school
leadership role in the Education Directorate. Please join me in congratulating Paul on this fantastic achievement. Paul finishes his time at
Florey at the end of this week, Friday 18/11/2022. Paul, on behalf of us all in the Florey PS community, thank you for all that you have
contributed to the lives of the students, staff and families during your time at Florey PS. You will be greatly missed.
I can confirm that Emma Abundo will be leading the year 2 and year 3/4 teaching teams at this time. For parents and carers of year 2, 3 and 4
students, we ask that you contact your child/ren’s teacher as the first point of call as is usual practice. For the parents of 3/4EA students, we
can confirm that Emma will remain as classroom teacher for the remainder of this year alongside some additional leadership duties she will
undertake. If you have any questions in relation to this or require any additional information, please contact the Front Office team.

I hope you have a terrific week ahead. I look forward to 3/4AB’s assembly on Friday and seeing parents and carers of our senior students then.
Kind regards
Meegan

Preschool News...
Preschool, as always, is a hive of fun learning all day every day. The children have particularly been enjoying creating all kinds of
concoctions and brews in our new mud kitchen. There has been flower soup, tanbark pasta and chocolate mud cakes galore.

Water in the sandpit has also been popular lately with this glorious warmer weather. The children have been making dams, rivers and
huge mountains. Occasionally a mountain turns into a volcano and an educator provides bicarb soda and vinegar to simulate an eruption,
a science activity enjoyed by one and all.
Speaking of science experiments, come and see our germ experiment! The children touched a piece of bread with their hands (before
they had washed them) and then we put it in a snap lock bag. We also had a control piece of bread that had not been touched. The
children had an opportunity to predict what would happen to the bread they all touched. The children predicted that it would turn
mouldy….and low and behold a couple of weeks later the bread was mouldy. A good reminder to remember to wash your hands
frequently.

Children remind us delightfully to simply have fun and enjoy life. Laugh with a friend. Take the time to create. Play. Talk on a banana
phone, pick some flowers, whatever floats your boat!

Bel S, Belinda M and Kathleen M

Kindergarten News...

When I Grow Poppies
by KBK
When I grow poppies,
It helps me remember Remember the soldiers,
Remember the fields,
Remember the people who,
Strangers to me,
Still cared that I
lived happy and free.
When we grow poppies
It helps us to know
That those men, like us,
Were continuing to grow.
When we grow poppies,
We hope that those men
Feel less scared,
And less alone too We hope that they see us
growing strong plants,
And we hope that they know
They continue to dance Dance in the wind,
And in our hearts too,
Not ever to be plucked,
Not ever again.
We will always see your faces,
In the open poppy’s face,
And we will not forget,
What you did in grace.

6 weeks in! Kindergarten students have had a varied and wonderful term, showing us how
courageous and curious they are.
In writing, we have been using what we know of rhyme, alliteration, rhythm and beat to write
poetry, and some of us have even rewritten the lyrics to a Beatles song! Did you know “We
all live in a box of margarine?” KBK brainstormed their ideas to write a poem about
Remembrance Day.
As part of our ‘Weather’ unit, the Kindergarten students have learnt how snowflakes are
formed; how the weather impacts animals, people, and culture; and how even the smallest
creatures are important in these biomes. We have taken what we have learnt about weather
systems and creatures and applied it when looking after the school garden. Did you know that
there are some unusual places where extreme weather systems have created beautiful natural
phenomena, and habitats for diverse creatures? (we recommend you look up the incredible
‘Rainbow Mountain’ in Peru).
Each morning, we embrace the day with a morning yarning circle, and use our bodies to
express emotions - learning positive and helpful ways to express ourselves.
Kindy, you have amazed us, and we can’t wait to see how you grow and learn in Year 1!
Thank you for learning alongside us.

Mell Hoek, Bess Kenway, Emily Whittle, Alys Humphrey, Sahar Qureshi and Holly Betts

Year 1 News...
In Science this term, we are exploring how the features of animals help them to survive in their natural habitat.
We participated in a Schoolyard Safari, to find out what living things live in our school and reflected on why
their chosen habitat is suitable.
We looked more closely at worms, acting out the movement of worms and wondering how they can move
without a spine. We discovered they have tiny hairs on their body that helps them grip and pull through the
soil. Their skin soaks in oxygen but it is important that they don’t dry out, hence why they thrive in wet soil
environments.
Connected to this science inquiry, we are learning the features of non-fiction and information texts, this
includes labelling and note-taking.

In Mathematics we have been creating repeating patterns and growing patterns using objects and drawings. We have learnt
that patterns can speak another language (be translated), so long as they follow the rule. We used letter algorithms to show
the rule of our nature object patterns.

Deborah Watling, Rhiannon Call, Holly Edney, Kate Moskal, Juliet Christie and Emma Bliss

Year 2 News...

Welcome to Week 6! It is hard to believe we are so close to finishing the school year. Year 2
have had a very busy, yet productive, term so far.
In writing we have started focusing on procedural texts. We are learning that procedural writing
teaches us to do or make something, that there are lots of different types of procedures (such as
recipes, instruction manuals, PBL procedures, road signs etc.), and that all procedures use verbs.
By the end of this unit, students will write individual recipes to teach others how to make their
favourite sandwich.
In Maths we have been learning to measure the lengths, volume, area, and capacities of objects
using informal units. To begin with, we measured the length of different objects around the
classroom using Unifix cubes. Students counted the total cubes used and shared their findings
with the class. Students also discussed why it is important to measure using objects that are
consistent.

We look forward to spending the last weeks of term participating in exciting and interesting activities with the students.

Paul Campbell, Hayley Eaton, Katrina Livanes, Mathew Bailey and Glenn Snellgrove

Student Achievement – Oliver 1EM

Congratulations to Oliver in 1EM!
Oliver was awarded a highly commended entry, in the Vietnamese
language, in the Sharing the Joy of Languages Competition organised by
the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance.

PBL News...
To acknowledge positive playground expectations, we are continuing to distribute playground tokens. Staff are on the lookout for
students who are being respectful, safe and learners during recess and lunch. At the end of each break students put any tokens
collected into House containers stored in each building. Year 5/6 House Leaders tally the points at the end of each week.
Congratulations to PERKINS house for being first in the points tally in Week 5, Term 4.
Students in PERKINS have collected 440 tokens in the playground for being safe, respectful learners.
Very proud captains dressed Howard Florey Bear in the House T-shirt who is on display in the front office.
We are looking forward to seeing which house will be in the lead in Week 10, when we hold our PBL House Celebration!

PBL Team

Community Coordinator News...

There is no other news that outshines news about the Florey Fair. What a day!!
The sun was shining, the smiles were broad, the numbers were huge and the engagement with community was amazing! With
80 stalls, 3 performance areas and an abundance of food options, those who attended agree there was so very much to see, to try,
to eat, to learn and to enjoy that I think we really did achieve our objective - ie flinging open the school gates and re-connecting
with community after so many months of isolation and covid-induced disconnection.
Latoya Marks did an incredible job, along with Karen Salvemini, Ray Tan and Kerry Szep-Laundess from the P&C. And a
special thank you to the wonderful school staff and parents who volunteered their time to make this the ‘best thing that’s
happened at Florey Primary for years’ (FPS teacher).

And thank you to families that attended the Fair – it was vibrant, inclusive, entertaining and SO much fun! For more comments
and photos of the Fair, go to Florey Fair | Canberra ACT | Facebook

Maureen Howe

THANK YOU to…. the Florey Fair team, business sponsors, stallholders, school staff members,
volunteers, the community, and great weather for helping make the day a success!
Florey Fair Raffle Winners have been drawn:
•
See a short video of the draw:
http://bit.ly/3fVwE7a
•

Check out this document to see if you won! https://bit.ly/3tqaOM1

•

Unclaimed prizes will be redrawn after Friday 25 Nov, 5:00pm
We have two more raffles running up to the end of week 8, both available to purchase online
via our Fundraising Square website:

•
•

Preschool Transition to School
Year 6 Graduation Fundraiser

The last issue for the year went home last week.
Orders for issue 8 will close on the 2nd of December by 5pm.
Please feel fee to contact me via email at rosannav90@live.com.au
Thank you.

Uniform shop

Uniform Shop open Wednesdays
8:45am - 9:30am.
Please see the link below for our online uniform shop.
https://www.floreyps.act.edu.au/our_community/uniform_shop

Thanks Kerry

